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Wind Ranch: A Conservation Partnership
Resource Management for Everyone’s Benefit.

The Boss.

¥ 1’
e |
Grandparents circa 1936. ]
Laurel, MT A
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Wind Ranch

Newell, S.D.
Owners: Al & Simone Wind

/Thinks he's the boss.

Dad

Worked as manager
for 36 years on a 1250 pair
outfit.

Retired in 2004 - making a
whopping $623 a month.
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your wedding looks anything like this.
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Pasture condition our first year - 2007.

Livestock Shelter -2007.

- - ) Riparian Pasture/Hay Fields
’ 2007 - before Wind Ownership

- Spring Pasture - 2007.

Broad, shallow mud hole

Deep, steep sided channel
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Conservation PlanMap___

Original EQIP map.
7 Pastures

Riparian not separated
from range ground.

Large Pastures.

Limited water distribution.

Red lines indicate
proposed electric
fence.

Green lines are
riparian zones.

Visualizing the NEW Plan
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Welcome

Current Events
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Matt{sees thelwhite board,for;the firstitime...

Better call in some’

reinforcements.

Range Scientists

12/5/13
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Wind Ranch

Matt created the first computerized
version of the white board map,
which was distributed and
discussed at each meeting, and
refined as time went on...

U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
RVICE

SE

American Avocet
A.K.A. Long Nosed Prairie Duck- according to Al

rangebeefcow.com

A Loggerhead Shrike saved his
snack for later by hanging it on

the barbed wire.
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ONRCS

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Helping to develop and implement a successful conservation plan.

*Address specific resource concerns
*Help with design

+Technical assistance

*Financial assistance

Erosion concerns:
(This is NOT Wind Ranch)

| Nsighbor'f _'slg proum‘

Gentle slopes, but no grass...
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April 22,2008 Meeting
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We had to take into consideration some unique natural localized events
Mob Grazing on Sweet Clover Our hay fields are on the creek bottom, and the creek floods...

TR

Some may consider this  flood... ... but on the Wind Ranch, this is a flood. And, it can happen any time of the year.

August 1 - We warned our custom cutter never to leave bales on the bottom...

Normal Flood Event

rangebeefcow.com 8
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Careful Supervision

Sometimes the grass really is greener on the other side of the fence!
Installing new cattle handling equipment.

Wind Ranch Neighbors

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Wind Ranch
Management Plan I il of Setting 1
January 2009

1l.  Description of livestock and grazing operation ...

lll.  Description of livestock and grazing problems ...

Description of livestock and grazing goals

V. Description of Management measures and practices

VI of and 6

H

. Appendix
A.  Previous Years' Production Data
B. Stocking Rates and Forms
C. Data Collection Forms
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This is not the Wise Man!

Reevaluating...

Sometimes Management meetings go well into the night.
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Before After (Proposed)
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NRCSJ=iwhite]linesjis
/ ' BFRWP Assisted With 3-Wire Electric Fence in Horse

3 Pastures and Calving Pastures (which may be used for
enceli eaning)

SOUTH DAKOTA

G o 4

Game, Fish
& Parks
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Long Nosed Prairie Ducks enjoying a swim on a stock dam which has been fenced to
exclude livestock.

ONRG

Natural Resources
Conservation Service
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NRCS Measuring Installed Pipeline

2008 2013

® Grazed Acres ® Non Used Acres © Hay @ Headquarters-Corrals
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Riparian health is improving - slowly, but surely.

Willows are beginning to come back.

o MMl

Prairie Cordgrass on the Rebound

rangebeefcow.com 16
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SDSU

Additional educational opportunities, mentoring and technical expertise
was provided by S.D.S.U. Extension

¢

Extension

beefSD Meeting
-

~ b

Roger Gates

/Julie Walker;

;|
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Ken Olson Conducts Class |

COALITTION

a

g2

BELLE FOURCHE RIVER

R

Extension

ONRCS

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

SOUTH O

7

GRASSLAND

COALITION

rangebeefcow.com

U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE
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Brush is beginning to return to the draws.
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Supervisor

rangebeefcow.com

BELLE FOURCHE RIVER

Riparian Photo Point

2018
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Range Photo Point

2013
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ONRGS

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

rangebeefcow.com

NOT Wind'Ranch
ol

|

r‘ na

\ | Neighbors
Wind Ranch \ ‘5
\ { |

{
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Alberta
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Alberta
Ontario

skatchewan
Manitoba

/ B
“The disappearance of a major natural unit of vegetation
from the face of the earth is an event worthy of causing pause

)

and consideration by any nation. Yet so gradually has the
prairie been conquered by the breaking plow, the tractor, and
,\ash the overcrowded herds of man, and so intent has he been
upon securing from the soil its last measure of innate fertility,
that scant attention has been given to the significance of this
.\/ endless grassland or the course of its destruction. Civilized Y
{ man is destroying a masterpiece of nature without recording
/ for posterity that which he has destroyed.” o
] .

1 . o
iigols Indiana §oee
o

Alberta
Ontario

skatchewan
/ Manitoba

[ “The disappearance of a major natural unit of vegetation
from the face of the earth is an event worthy of causing pause
and consideration by any nation. Yet so gradually has the
prairie been conquered by the breaking plow, the tractor, and

,\ah the overcrowded herds of man, and so intent has he been
upon securing from the soil its last measure of innate fertility,
that scant attention has been given to the significance of this

\, endless grassland or the course of its destruction. Civilized

/’ man is destroying a masterpiece of nature without recording

!

/

i3

for posterity that which he has destroyed.” of
1 = I dlohn Weaver writing about the Tallgrass Prairie
/\ - / (North American Prairie. 1954)
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...more questions?
Join us for the bullper
Tonight at 7:30
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